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his claimant argued, being slaves. The man was
probably freed, though no further mention is made of
him.

" April 7. The taking of several vessels laden with provis-
ions on the back of the Cape over against Eastham last Wednes-
day makes the town very sad."

" May 2. Being Artillery day and Mr. Higginson dead
[their agent in London] I put on my mourning rapier; and put
a black ribbon into my little cane."

** Nov. 19. Very cold. Have the news of the great battle;
Confederates beat the French."

This was the battle Malplaquet won by Marlborough
and Prince Eugene over Marshal Villars. Thus the
struggle between the Gaul and the Briton for the
possession of North America was now proceeding on
both continents, and Sewall's Diary makes brief but
frequent mention of its epochs.

" March 27, 1710. [He was now on a journey in Plymouth
Colony.] Am much disheartened by the snow on the ground
and that which was falling there being a dismal face of winter.
Yet the sun breaking out I stood along about 10 M. Every-
thing looked so wild with snow on the ground and trees that
was in pain lest I should wander."

Passages like the above are rare in Sewall's Diary.
Yet he had a keen vision for what he chooses to
look at. He must have seen in those wild ways he
travelled many wonderful sun rises and sets ; and
the spring woods, then as now, must have been full
of flowers and beauty. Yet his Diary is bare of any
record thereof. Rainbows and lightnings, eclipses
of the moon and hailstorms, he knows and respects.n, all men of that color/as corpus, rather tardilyser-
